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What Are the Five Major Lines of
Latitu de? https://sciencing.com/five-major-lines-latitude-7581614.html

By Ronni Dee; Updated April 13, 2018

The five major lines of latitude, more commonly referred to as the five major circles of latitude, mark
specific points on a globe or map of Earth. Four of the lines run parallel to the equator and sit north or
south above or below the equator. Visible on a globe or map of the Earth, points on latitudes that
cross over longitude lines mark specific locations on the Earth.

The five major latitude lines are the equator, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, and the Arctic and
Antarctic Circles.

The Arctic Circle, 66.5° N

The Arctic Circle is located at approximately 66.5 degrees north latitude, or 66.5 degrees north of the
equator. This circle of latitude stretches through eight countries, including the United States, Canada,
Greenland, Iceland, Norway, Sweden, Finland and Russia. The Arctic Circle marks the beginning
area where the sun will not rise during winter solstice and will not set during summer solstice.

The Antarctic Circle, 66.5° S

The Antarctic Circle is located at approximately 66.5 degrees south latitude, or 66.5 degrees south of
the equator. This line, or circle, of latitude marks the start of the southern area known as the
Antarctic. The circle consists of only one continent, Antarctica. There are not any humans within the
boundaries of the Antarctic Circle that can be considered permanent residents of the area.



The Equator, 0°

Possibly the most well-known circle of latitude is the line sitting at zero degrees latitude, the equator.
The equator circles the globe with a circumference of nearly 25,000 miles, dividing the northern and
the southern hemispheres. This line of latitude is the starting point when referring to other points of

the globe in terms of degrees north and degrees south.

The Tropic of Cancer, 23.5° N

The Tropic of Cancer is located at approximately 23.5 degrees north latitude, or 23.5 degrees north of
the Equator. This line of latitude is the northern boundary of the area referred to as the tropics. During
the summer solstice the sun is located immediately above the Tropic of Cancer. This line is the point
farthest to the north at which the sun is hanging directly upward at noon.

The Tropic of Capricorn, 23.5° S

The Tropic of Capricorn is located at approximately 23.5 degrees south latitude, or 23.5 degrees
south of the equator. This line of latitude is the southern boundary of the area referred to as the
tropics. This line marks the point farthest to the south at which the sun is hanging directly upward at
noon. During the summer solstice of the Southern Hemisphere, the sun is located immediately above

the Tropic of Capricorn

The North Pole, 90° N
The South Pole, 90° §



Name: ___ Date: Science 6, Period:

Directions for the map: Using colored pencils, a ruler, and the reading on "Earth's Major Five
Parallels, draw and shade in the following temperature zones as they are explained. Be sure
to include name of latitude and degree of latitude.

Learning Goal:

| will be able fo identify the Major World Latitudes so that | can better
understand and explain (severe) Weather Patterns as it relates to the world
around me,

ON YOUR WORLD MAP:

1. Label all seven continents, neatly
2. Label the Four major oceans, AND the Southern Ocean also
3. Using your pencil and ruler, draw and label the Major Latitudes:

Northern Latitudes Southern Latitudes
Equator, 0°
Tropic of Cancer, 23.5°N Tropic of Capricorn, 23.5°S
Arctic Circle, 66.5°N Antarctic Circle, 66.5°S
North Pole, 90.0°N South Pole, 90.0°S
4. Using colored pencils, or crayons shade the Major Latitude Zones (based on

Temperature)

North Frigid Zone (POLAR REGION) (90.0°N -66.5°N]} (Color this blue)
North Temperate Zone (23.5°N — 66.5°N) (color this green)

The Tropical Zone (23.5°N - 23.5°S) (color this red)

South Temperate Zone (23.5°S - 66.5°S) (color this green)

The South Frigid Zone (POLAR REGION) (66.5°S - 90.0°S) (Color this blue)

® 0000

**This RESOURCE, once checked for accuracy, will be kept in your Study Tools Section of your NB and used
throughout the year with our weather units



PRIME
MERIDIAN

180" 1507 120" 90° 60° 30° 0° 30° 60° 90° 120° 150° 180° o

e e R
e 5, T i .
Ve u;&, MRS [ o
Tl 2 n@k\ﬁn..
# — e
&.\\\.\ Oy
..-I.-.rr".vd\. BX u.‘. { e .l.z o 30°
) [N 7 R
-mn _..r_.,.lnh.... S . .,_ I5°
\ T _. .y q./
EQUATOR 0° - 0° EQUATOR
I5° ! lise
.._.
30° _/n\ 30
T

PRIME
MERIDIAN



1 oY _..__ﬂ.,___,C____L _.rF_Jﬂ__._j,.T
Oh 1\ ]

Tenwnpera

PRIME

_Za.w_.n:,z P ﬂwﬁ. Z ZOTTS %UQF.

180"

150°

\B., _nn._u o ] .Dj._“d:r._ﬂix Arel«
—adh @r._..m_l\

120 90° 60 30"
MERIDIAN







